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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication^) filed on 17 December 1998 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) 1-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) 7-37 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 

1. Q received. 

2. D received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) . 

3. D received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the data controller" in line 8. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fujimoto, U.S. Patent 5,912,710, 6/1999, 348/445. 

As per independent claim 1 , Fujimoto discloses a video scaler to receive and 
scale video based on a ratio between the input format and the output format (FIG. 1 
"107"), a graphics scaler to receive and scale graphics based on a ratio between the 
input format and the output format (FIG. 1 "106"), combining the video and graphics to 
produce video graphics output (FIG. 1 "108"; FIG. 6; FIG. 8 "203"). It would have been 
obvious to one of skill in the art to use the disclosure of Fujimoto because he teaches 
storing graphics and video data together on media that provides the stored data to 
circuitry for scaling and merging. ? 

As per dependent claims 2 and 21 , Fujimoto discloses a controller (FIG. 8 "122") 
providing data to the video and graphics scalers (FIG. 8). 

As per dependent claims 3 and 22, Fujimoto discloses the merging block 
receiving control data used to produce the video graphics output (FIG. 8 "201 & 203"). 
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As per dependent claim 4, Fujimoto discloses a first memory (FIG. 8 "11") having 
graphics data and a second memory (FIG. 8 "13") having video data. Fujimoto fails to 
disclose the two memories coupled to their corresponding scalers. However it would 
have been obvious to use the disclosure of Fujimoto because he teaches storing the 
separate video and graphics data together on media accessible by the scaling and 
merging process. 

As per dependent claim 5, Fujimoto fails to disclose the first and second memory 
blocks included in a frame buffer of a video graphics integrated circuit. However it 
would have been obvious to use his disclosure because he teaches providing the data 
together on media accessible by the scaling and merging process (FIGS. 1 & 9). 

As per dependent claim 6, Fujimoto discloses a video controller coupled to the 
video scaler (FIG. 1), a graphics controller coupled to the graphics scaler (FIG. 1) and 
the video and data controller are synchronized (FIG. 1; col. 10-11, II. 60 et seq.). 

As per dependent claim 7, Fujimoto discloses an alpha blend operation (FIG. 1 

"108"). 

As per dependent claims 8 and 23, Fujimoto discloses a digital to analog 
converter for the video graphics (col. 10, II. 35 et seq.). 
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As per dependent claim 9, Fujimoto discloses a display driver (FIG. 18 "18c") 
formatting the output (col. 6, II. 40 et seq.; col. 10, II. 10-25, 60 et seq.). 

As per dependent claim 10, Fujimoto discloses a driver coupled to a video scaler 
(FIG. 18 "18c"). 

As per dependent claim 1 1 , Fujimoto discloses a driver coupled to a graphics 
scaler (FIG. 18 "18c"). 

As per dependent claims 12 and 25, Fujimoto discloses a graphics flicker 
removal block (FIG. 16 "203"; col. 14, II. 56 et seq.). It would have been obvious to one 
of skill to use the teachings of Fujimoto because he teaches a filter having a delay 
circuit (col. 16, II. 56 et seq.) and selectable characteristics (col. 16, II. 19 et seq.) and 
processing multiple scan lines, which implies an averaging technique (FIG. 1 1) that is 
known to reduce flicker. 

As per dependent claims 13 and 24, Fujimoto discloses a video flicker removal 
block. The rejection as applied to claim 12 is included herein. 
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As per dependent claim 14, Fujimoto fails to disclose a plurality of graphics 
scalers. However it would have been obvious to use his disclosure because he teaches 
using a graphics scaler and supplying the scaled data in one of two formats. 

As per dependent claim 15, Fujimoto discloses the merging block configuring a 
pixel rate of the video output stream to produce a preferred video scaling ratio (col. 2, II. 
46-64; col. 3, II. 18-35). 

As per dependent claim 16, Fujimoto discloses the merging block configuring a 
pixel rate of the video output stream to produce a preferred graphics scaling ratio (col. 
2, II. 46-64; col. 3, II. 18-35). 

As per dependent claims 17 and 28, Fujimoto discloses a video decompression 
block (FIG. 1 "102"). 

As per dependent claims 1 8 and 29, Fujimoto discloses a graphics 
decompression block (FIGS. 1 & 17; col. 15, II. 10 et seq.). 

As per dependent claim 19, Fujimoto discloses the video stream is a decoded 
MPEG data stream (FIG.1 "102"). 
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As per independent claim 20, Fujimoto discloses a method (abstract) operable in 
the device of claim 1 . Therefore the rejection as applied to independent claim 1 is 
included herein. 

As per dependent claim 26, Fujimoto discloses scaling the video based on a first 
format and a plurality of selected formats (FIG. 1 "107"; col. 6, II. 45-48, 54-58). 

As per dependent claim 27, Fujimoto discloses scaling the graphics based on a 
first format and a plurality of selected formats (FIG. 1 "106"; col. 6, II. 45-48, 54-58). 

As per independent claim 30, Fujimoto discloses a circuit (FIG.S. 1 , 8 & 9) for 
implementing the method of claim 20. Therefore the rejection as applied to independent 
claim 20 is included herein. 

As per independent claim 31 , Fujimoto discloses plural memory blocks storing 
one of video and graphics data (FIG. 8), but fails to disclose a plurality of video scalers, 
graphics scalers and merging blocks. However it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the disclosure of Fujimoto because he teaches using 
independent graphics and video scalers to scale the respective data and merge the 
data to produce video graphics output in one of multiple selected display ratios. 



# • 
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As per dependent claim 32, Fujimoto discloses the video and graphics scalers 
and merging block in an integrated circuit (FIGS.1, 8 & 9), but fails to disclose a plurality 
of scalers and merging blocks. The rationale as applied to claim 31 is included herein. 

As per dependent claim 33, Fujimoto discloses a portion of the memory blocks 
included in the circuit (FIG. 9). 

As per dependent claim 34, Fujimoto discloses the controller coupled to the 
graphics and video scalers (FIG. 8), but fails to disclose multiple controllers. However it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use his disclosure because he 
teaches providing separate controlling data to each of a graphics and video scaler (col. 
10-11, II. 60 et seq.). 

As per dependent claim 35, Fujimoto discloses the controller providing data to 
the merging block (FIG. 8 "201 & 203"), but fails to disclose a plurality of controllers and 
merging blocks. The rationale as applied to claim 31 is included herein. 

As per dependent claim 36, Fujimoto discloses the merging block performing 
alpha blending (FIG. 1 "108"), but fails to disclose a plurality of merging blocks. The 
rationale as applied to claim 31 is included herein. 
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As per dependent claim 37, Fujimoto discloses the merging block producing 
video graphics output in one of an analog display format and a digital display format 
(col. 10, II. 35 et seq.), but fails to disclose a plurality of merging blocks. The rationale as 
applied to claim 31 is included herein. 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Herbert, U.S. Patent 6,014,125, 1/2000, 345/127 
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Conclusion 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 



Or faxed to: 

(703) 305-9051 , (for formal communications intended for entry) 

OR: 

(703) 308-9051 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2021 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chante' Harrison whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3937. She can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor 
Mike Razavi, can be reached on (703) 305-4713. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



March 21 ,2001 



Chante' Harrison 




MATTHEW LUU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



